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contrary l*ad no"fc at ^is time omitted to visit his   CHAP.
former brother-in-law may be assumed from one of JLf1^
the  aceoTints   sent   to   Queen   Elizabeth  by  Sir    IOGT.
Nicholas Throckmorton, in which the latter, on the
16th July  1567, announces from  Edinburgh  that
Bothwell   had recently been staying in the north
with the   Earl of Huntly at Strathbogie, and had
sought  to  enlist troops and raise a rebellion, but
that the Earl, although the new rulers were not on
good terms with him, had yet seen that Bothwell in
all quarters had only small support, and therefore
would not venture anything for him.1

" I also hear," the English ambassador adds,
" that Bothwell during the night has suddenly de-
parted from the Earl's residence ; that he has gone
to Spynie., and will probably proceed to the Orkneys,
but will Hardly find there a good reception/' The
letter sKows, as will be seen, how well informed
they were then in Edinburgh about the position of
matters in the North, although they did not put
any serious hindrance in the way of BothwelTs
withdraTval. It is evident from an Act which was
drawn up a day or two after by the Scottish Govern-
ment, th.a,t Bothwell must have for some time found
refuge -with, his granduncle, Patrick Hepburn, Bishop
of Moray, in Spynie Castle, near Elgin, where he
had been brought up as a child, since the Act on
this groiznd forbids under threat of punishment all
lessees in. the bishopric of Moray to give any pay-
ment or service either to the bishop or to any of Ms
agents.2 An offer was also sent at this time from

1 Throckni orton's account of 16th     Papers, Foreign Series, 1566-68,

July   1567. - Raumer,  Die Kb'ni-     p. 2S6.

yinne-n, Elisabeth uncl Maria Stuart,         2 This Act, issued "by the gorern-
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